
A Scan of the Newspaper pages is at the end of this document

Text of Court Proceedings regarding a crew member aboard the
Clipper Ship Imperial James Edwin Crosby, Captain
Printed in the Japan Daily Mail September 30, 1876

IN THE U. S. CONSULAR-GENERAL COURT.
Before General T. B. VAN BOLEN, Consul- General.
and
JAMES R.Morse,GEORGE P. Spooner,Assessors.
Friday, 20th September, 1876.
Antonio Grindles, a seaman on board the American ship Imperial,
was charged with having on the morning of the 26th instant,
stabbed the chief officer with a knife.
Alfred Schaebie, Ist mate, sworn : I am a mariner on board the
Imperial, now in harbour. I am first officer. I know the prisoner.
I was on board on the morning of the 26th. About 3 o'clock in
the morning Captain Crosby came into the state room and called
me. He said there was no one on deck keeping watch, and requested
me to go and see who had the watch. I could see no one on
deck. I went to the starboard forecastle and inquired who had
the watch. All the crew appeared to be awake ; some of them
said Frenehy (meaning prisoner) had it. I then went round the
decks again and could not see anything of him. I went back to
the starboard forecastle and felt on all the chests to find if he were
lying there asleep. One of the men got up and felt in his
bunk; he was not there, nor anywhere in the forecastle.
Someone then said he might be on the top-gallant forecastle, so
went there, and found prisoner asleep. I shook him and he jumped
up. I asked if it was his watch and he said " yes. " I asked why he
slept on his watch. He said he was not asleep. I said he was
asleep. He cried " Look out ------ and made a slap at me with his knife.
(A man, who turned out to be the discharged cook of the Imperial,
here made a disturbance in Court, and was put in "irons and
locked up by order of his Honour.)

A. Sehaebie, continued :—I jumped back when prisoner made
the stab at me. He still followed with the knife, so I took a
belaying pin and struck him on the head. He ran aft when I
struck him. I put the belaying pin back in its place, and as I
was walking aft prisoner sprang from behind a water cask and
stabbed me. He had been crouching there waiting for me. He
stabbed me in the arm ; the blade went into the flesh
It was a sheath knife he used. When he stabbed me I pushed him off with my
right hand and drew my revolver. As he attempted to stab
me again I shot at him. He did not beat me. He was in the act



striking me a third time when I fired. I was not aware at the
time I had shot him, but I found out afterwards that I had. He ran to
the forecastle and threw away his knife. I informed Capt. Crosby
what had happened and he ordered prisoner to be put in irons.
I did not fire at him a second time. I was fixed up in a corner so
that I could not help myself. I did not follow him into the forecastle.
After the captain ordered me to put him in irons I went to
the forecastle door and cried to prisoner to come out ; he refused
for some time. All the rest of the sailors were either in that forecastle
or in the other. There are two. He came out at last and went aft, where
irons were put on him. His wounds were examined ; they were a cut in the
head and a shot wound in the arm—a bullet wound. He was examined by a
physician at daylight, as soon as the captain could get one to come off. At
the time prisoner was found asleep it was his watch. The duty of a watch is
to keep awake, strike the bell every
half-hour, and look after the ship.
Prisoner had no questions to ask this witness.

James E. Crosby, sworn, stated : I am master of the Imperial.
At three o'clock Tuesday morning I heard the belle of the other
vessels in harbour strike but not ours, neither did I hear anyone
moving on deck. I waited about two minutes thinking the man
might be forward at the time, and then went to the forward cabin
door and hailed the deck, asking whose watch it was. I hailed
twice but got no answer. I then went to the mate's door and
told him there was no watch kept, and asked him to go and see
whose watch it was. I saw him go forward and round the deck and
came aft again round the after house. I was standing at the cabin
door. I said "the man must be asleep somewhere." The mate went
forward again, to the starboard forecastle door. He spoke, but I
did not here what he said, He then went on the top-gallant
forecastle, and about a half minute after I heard him say " Asleep,
eh ?" and prisoner in reply "No." The mate then said. "what,
not asleep ? " I heard prisoner, in reply exclaim " G-- --- -," I
did not wait for more but called the 2nd mate. I went for my
revolver, but before I reached the cabin door on my return I heard
a noise, sounding like a blow or a shot. I ran forward and
met the mate just forward of the starboard gangway. He said
"Captain, he has cut me, " and showed me his arm. I asked if
he had shot prisoner or what was the noise ! He said be had shot
at prisoner who had gone into the forecastle. I looked at the mates arm and
found a slight cut it the fleshy part. There were also several cuts in the
shirt. I went to the forecastle door and saw prisoner standing inside the
door with some of the men around him. He was swearing, and talking
excitedly. I did not understand what he said ; all I could make out was that
he had cut the mate, and that he would do so again. I told the steward to



bring me the irons which he did. Prisoner refused to be placed in irons.
The second mate had followed me, and prisoner and he were talking,
inside the forecastle door. I told the mate to bring the man out and the
irons were put on him. Before doing so I exaimined him and made the
steward wash the blood off his head and arm, and not considering
anything serious the matter I put him under the half-deck.
At daylight I went ashore for Dr. Tripper, who came out and
examined the prisinor, and dressed his wounds. I reported the affair
to the Consulate as soon as it was opened. A warrant was issued and prisoner
was arreseted. I forgot to mention that when prisoner
was called out of the forecastle some one inside advised him not
to go. I can't say who spoke.
This closed the evidence for the prosecution.

Richard B. Wright, swore, stated:—I am a seaman on board
the Imperial of Boston. I know prisoner . I was in my bunk in the
starboard forecastle at the time of the row on Tuesday morning.
I believe it was a man named Charley's watch. I can't say what
the noise was. I jumped to the door and saw prisoner come staggering up to
the forecastle. I asked what was the matter, and he said he had been hit
with a belaying pin. He laid his head on his bunk, just as the mate reached
the door. The mate called the man to come on deck. Prisoner turned towards
the door, when I saw the mate level a revolver and shoot prisoner. The mate
then ran aft and I stopped at the forecastle to get a light to see if
prisoner was wounded. During that time I definitely understood the captain
of the Imperial to say he
would shoot the whole crew. ( Witness was here advised to contain himself
to the facts in the present case and not to begin to ramble )
Witness continued; The captain came forward and requested the
mate to show his arm. He did so. He was cut down the sleeve.
In conclusion I will only say I saw no arms on the prisoner.

To the Court; I am now in prison on a charge of refusing duty
on board this ship, with a number of the crew. We have only
talked over this matter once. There were six men beside the
prisoner in the forecastle. I cannot say of they were all awake.
When the mate fired, prisoner cried " I'm shot in the arm." I
did not hear more than one shot, and that was fired when the
prisoner was peacefully going out of the forecastle. I have seen
the wound on prisoner, it enters the arm near the shoulder in front
and comes out on top behind. The forecastle is on a level with
the deck ; there is a doorstep. The men advised prisoner to go
when the mate called him out of the forecastle. I do not remem-
ber prisoner saying anything. I do not exactly look upon prisoner
in the light of an innocent lamb on this occasion, as you call it. I
have had no difficulty with the officers on the voyage. Prisoner



finally went out of the forecastle.
To the Captain.—The prisoner was just at the door when the
mate shot at him. He shot with the right hand.
(The Captain now tried to argue that this was impossible on account of the
situation in the forecastle, but the Court overruled the interruption.)
Witness continued :—I looked for the bullet after prisoner had
been shot but, but I could not find it. The rest of the crew also
searched for it. I did not look anywhere outside the forcastle.
I have talked over this matter with the crew on board ship. We
came to the conclusion that we would see this case through
before we would resume duty. We have made up our minds what
to do in the event of prisoner being convicted. I do not say that
we, the crew of the Imperial, formed ourselves into a tribunal to
judge this affair. We talked it over.
A. Andria, sworn, deposed:—I am one of the crew of the
Imperial. I was in my bed on the starboard side of the forecastle
at the time this row occurred on Tuesday morning, when the mate
came round the decks inquiring whose watch it was. I was lying
awake. He came to the forecastle door, and I told him it was
Antonio's, the prisoner's watch. I had not beard the bell struck.
The mate returned again after going round the decks a second
time and felt all round the chests. I suggested the man might
be on the top-gallant forecastle. The mate went there and I heard
few hard words pass between Antonio and him, but I could not
make out that they said. I then beard the dull thud of a heavy
weapon being used and immediately afterwards Antonio came into
the forecastle with his head bleeding. Wright and I got out of our
berths, and then the mate came to the door crying to prisoner to
come out. The man was lying with his head on his bunk, and
turned round to go when the mate shot him. We all sung out to
the mate asking what he meant by shooting into the forecastle.
He replied that he would shoot every one of us. The mate went
aft. He came beck with the captain and on the way the captain
asked the mate to show his arm where he had been cut. He did
so. I advised the man to go forward, and he went. I dare ray it was
three o'clock when I heard this row. It was pretty dark. I have
not spoken with the rest of the crew about this matter, nor have
I heard them talking about it. I have not spoken with anyone
about it till now. Although I am locked up with another man and
there are two more of the crew in the adjoining cell, I have head
no conversation about this.
To the Captain:- The mate was standing outside the forecastle
door when he shot prisoner. I saw him do it.

Fred. Bartment. sworn :—I was in the forecastle of the Imperial
on Tuesday morning, The mate came and called for the watch,



and I said I did not know whose watch it was. Some of the
others said it was prisoner's. I felt in his bunk, but he was not
there, and I told Mr. Schabie he must be on the poop. The
mate returned saying he was not there. He then went forward,
and the first thing I heard was a crack. Prisoner came running
in saying "there are belaying pins flying about to-day." The
mate new came up and cried to prisoner to come out.. At the
same time he fired. I got out of my bunk and went on deck.
The mate was coming aft. He said "fetch the lamp, I'm cut,"
Then I saw the captain who said to the mate "Bring him aft,
and if he won't come out I'll shoot the whole lot of the lubbers.
The captain came to the forecastle with two revolvers, one in each hand.
Antoine then went aft, I was in the forecastle when the mate
shot Antonio. My bunk is close to the door. I have not talked to
the crew about this matter.
Henry Thompson, sworn, stated I am one of the crew of the
Imperial and was in my bunk at the time if this occurrence. All
I saw was the mate running forward with a revolver and asking
whose watch it was. He came said felt all the bunks. There was
a shelf separating my bunk from Antonio's. I saw the mate search
Antonio's. but when he was not found some one cried " he
must be on the poop." The mate went there, but not finding
prisoner he came forward again, when I heard a man fall from the
forecastle and prisoner came running in crying " there are belaying
pins flying about like hail " The mate name to the door and ordered
prisoner out. Antoine was going out when the mate said "take
that " and shot him. I went on deck and heard the Captain ask
the mate if be was armed. The mate answered " yes." The captain
sung out " bring that man forward and put him in irons", and if
he wont come, shoot every one of them" The mate said be was
cut. There was no light in the forecastle. Mine is in upper berth.
I was lying with my head right at the slide when the mate shot
prisoner, so that I saw all that occurred. I have not talked this
over with the crew ; I have perhaps soliloquized.
Adjourned till to-day at 10 o'clock.

___________
Saturday, 30th September, 1876
Antonio Gindles, a seaman on board the American ship Imperial
was charged with having on the morning of the 26th instant,
stabbed the chief officer with a knife.
Resumed from yesterday.

Robert Borbank, sworn, deposed : I was cook lately on board
the Imperial I was discharged at the captains, request. I was
on board on the morniug of Tuesday last I heard the mate
quarreling with the man on the step forward, the mate saying he



was asleep. The man said he was not asleep. I heard the man
get hit by a belaying pin and the mate cry out be had been
stabbed. Then I head the revolver fired in the forecastle. I
saw the flash of the revolver so that I knew where it had been
fired. I was sitting outside my room door at the time ; I had been
setting there for five or six minutes. I came out when I the
quarreling. I could not see the doer of the starboard forecastle
from my room. I judged from the sound that the revolver had
been fired in the forecastle. I heard the men cry out to the mate
" why do you fire in the forecastle?" And the mate's answer
" I'll shoot every one of you that use the knife with Antonio." heard the
captain come forward and say to the mate " If he don't
come out shoot all of them."
To the captain: I saw the flash and heard the report.
To the Court ; I remember being in the court room yesterday
and am very sorry for what I did. I was drunk.

Thomas H. Tripler, sworn, stated : I am a practising physician
in Yokohama. The captain of the Imperial came for me last
Tuesday morning. I went on board and found the prisonern on deck in irons
with a scalp, wound which had been bleeding
and a bullet wound in the arm. I had the irons taken
off and the wounds examined. I looked at the bullet wound
first. I found the bullet lodged in the arm over the shoulder
near the joint. It had entered right underneath the arm.
When the wound had been received the arm must have been raised
at right angles with the trunk of the body. The steward and the
cabin boy were present at this examination. The wound is not
serious, nor is that on the scalp of importance. I saw where the
mates shirt had been cut in the arm but I did not remove the
bandages from the wound.

Alfred Schabie first mate, to the Court ; I had the pistol on my
person at the time of this row. I did not go aft and get it when
the disturbance took place. Prisoner was in the act of stabbing
me when I fired. He was standing about two or three feet from
the forecastle door and a foot off it. It is not true that I fired
into the forecastle as the witnesses have stated,
Captain Crosby : I did not tell the mate to shoot all the crew this man
would not come out of the forecastle. I have not the least
recollection of what I did nay. I know it was not to that
effect. I told him to go and bring the man out if he refused to come. I did
not say at all hazards.
Court now retired for a moment, and returned to ask the prisoner
if he wished to say anything for himself ? He answered in the
affirmative.



Prisoner was sworn and stated : I was on my watch on the top
of the forecastle when I heard the mate come and ask me "is it your watch
Frenchy He asked " are you a sleep ?" I said " no,
sir." The mate the struck me with a belaying pin. I ran to the
forecastle and told the rest of the crew what the mate had done.
The mate came to the forecastle door and cried "came out, you—,
I'm after you." I was leaning with any arm a little above my
head on the forecastle door when the mate shot me. The mate ran
aft and returned with the steward the, 2nd mate and captain, and
cried to me to come out of the forecastle. The captain said
to the mate, " shoot him through the heart." I did not use my
knife on the mate. I don’t know how he got the wounds in the arm_
I shipped at Cardiff and have had no difficulty with the officers
prim to this affair.

Judgement
The Court find you guilty of the charge in this indictment. By
the evidence given it has been proved that you struck the mate
with a knife, with intent to do serious bodily injury. It is known
that on many occasions sailors experience great difficulty keeping their
tempera within bounds. Sailors' lives are hard ; but
it is their duty to curb their tempers under all circumstances. is the law
of all countries, and of America, that the officers on
board ship must be obeyed, and sailors must remember this how-
ever great the temptation may be to speak back when rebuked by
an officer. Since we came to Yokohama we have discovered that
all the vile luxuries which many sailors delight in are to be had
here at the lowest rates. Jack can have any amount of sprees
here and plenty of the vilest liquor to drink at the lowest prices.
When he arrives in port he is lured by the representations of those
land-sharks who endeavor to persuade him that this is a perfect
paradise. He forgets the comforts of his own ship and the kindness
of his officers, He does not remember that he is far from home and has only
his ship to convey him back there. Coming on shore he finds friends like the
spider to the fly, who will take him
in till all his money is expended, and when be is destitute, turn him
into the street to find his way into prison if not successful getting
another ship.
It is the belief of the Court that rank perjury has been committed
on the part of some of the witnesses for the defence. 'We
wish to be as lenient as possible with you, not believing you to be
a ringleader of what appears to be a conspiracy on the part of the
crew. It is our opinion that you are not the only insubordinate
on board, nor the worst. You are sentenced to pay the costs of
Court and to be imprisoned for six months.








